The patient, a man aged 63, has been a planter in South America. About three years ago he developed hyperthyroidism and at about the same time symmetrical infiltrations appeared on both legs. Originally these were sharply defined, encircling FIG. 1. both legs in their lower two-thirds. The surface was mammilated, with well-defined lumps in places ( fig. 1 ).
Following an operation of partial thyroidectomy in August 1933, the areas have gradually become almost flat and the rugosity has quite disappeared. However, about half a dozen new circumscribed infiltrations have been appearing gradually during the past six months. The condition began near the left breast when she was 13 years old. She describes the patches as starting as little white hard lumps like insect bites, itching at first, but not inflamed or reddened in any way. The lumps multiply for a while and then gradually disappear again leaving a pigmented stain. The eruption consists for the greater part of brownish stains ; the edges of the older lesions fade insensibly into the surrounding skin, but are more distinct in other parts. The skin in these brownish patches is nearly unaltered in texture. It is evidently thinner than normal because superficial veins show through it and a faint capillary network is visible. At the edges of some and in the middle of others of these patches can be seen traces of a seleroderma-like process; but instead of the usual dense smooth white plaques, the thickening is broken up into nodules and ridges. Some of the nodules are inconspicuous and are scattered diffusely over areas other-
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